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CUNY COMMUNITY COLLEGE COLLABORATIVE INCENTIVE RESEARCH GRANT PROGRAM (C3IRG)
Round 9
One-Day Informational Workshop – Thursday, January 5, 2012
Proposal Submission Deadline – Friday, March 16, 2012
tc \l1 "Program Goals

tc \l1 "The Program=s Purpose and PhilosophyThis program is designed to support the collaborative research efforts of faculty at CUNY Community Colleges. The Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research and a committee of CUNY faculty administer the C3IRG program.  A primary goal of the program is to seed research that will form the basis for externally funded grant proposals.  
In Round 9 priority will be given to applications proposing pedagogical research projects. Pedagogical research focuses on the teaching and learning process. This research is often most useful when it assesses current teaching methods and techniques, seeks to uncover the ways in which students learn successfully, and validates good practices. A one-day instructional workshop has been designed as a continuation of the 2011 workshop, which initiated a discussion of issues related to pedagogical research design and grant writing. For more information see:
http://cuny.edu/research/faculty-resources/internal-funding-programs/community-college-grant/PedagogyWorkshop2012.html. 

tc \l1 "Proposal Development and StructureWhile a strong emphasis is being placed on pedagogical research projects, excellent proposals in other areas of research are eligible for consideration. Investigators may wish to focus on a problem within a single discipline or collaborate with the intention of conducting a cross-disciplinary study. All proposals must be structured to reflect the engagement of at least two investigators (see eligibility rules below).  In addition, faculty members are asked to provide opportunities for CUNY students to participate in their research activities.
Proposal Development and Structure
Application packages must include a full description of the proposed project that incorporates a statement of its significance by relating its specific goals to long-term objectives.  The application will include a five-page research program description (exclusive of references and citations) that should address the innovativeness and potential contribution of the proposed research. The role of each investigator on the project should be clearly stated. Faculty who function solely as consultants or in an advisory capacity are not eligible to be named as collaborators. Any comments and recommendations made by a program officer from an external funding agency should also be included in the program description. 
Applicants must submit a signed checklist, a signed cover page, a signature page, a proposal summary (200 words), a project description, an itemized budget and detailed budget justification, and a Curriculum Vitae (2 page limit). The budget justification should clearly detail the distribution of resources among the investigators. In order to facilitate proposal review, please electronically submit your summary as a separate document (MS Word or non-scanned PDF). To be eligible for consideration, the Office of the Vice Chancellor of Research must receive all application materials by the application deadline (5:00 PM on Friday, March 16, 2012).
Proposal Evaluation

tc \l1 "Proposal EvaluationProposals will be evaluated on the basis of their technical merit, feasibility, and external funding potential.  Reviewers will assess scholarly achievement including the faculty member’s publication record and history of external funding.  Junior faculty will be judged based on the promise of their research programs. 

C3IRG awards should be viewed as seed funding for projects that will be competitive for external awards. Accordingly, the PIs must contact a funding organization that would be receptive to their proposal and identify a contact within that agency.  

Two faculty experts selected by the C3IRG Committee will evaluate each proposal.  Please note that the application form provides space for applicants to identify CUNY faculty whom they do not want to review their proposal. 
The reviewers will rank the proposals according to the following numerical values:


1 – excellent

2 – very good

3 – good

4 – fair

5 – poor

Fractional ratings may be used when the reviewer judges that the application falls between two categories. The final awards will be decided by the C3IRG Committee, and will be based on the numerical rankings and reviewer comments. 

tc \l1 "Funding
Budgets of up to $15,000 will be considered.  The funding period will be August 1, 2012 – June 30, 2013. Funds can be requested for any of the following categories:

· Other Than Personnel Services (OTPS) including: research supplies, equipment, travel and field expenses

· Personnel costs (Research Associates and Research Assistants)
· Faculty release time at adjunct rates (Please note: release time may only account for up to 50% of total project budget)
· One month of summer salary for Community College faculty investigators (Please note: The cumulative maximum that can be budgeted for summer salary is $5,000.) 

· Fringe benefits

The fringe benefit rate for the Principal Investigator's summer salary is 28.9%. The fringe benefit rate for released time is 33%. The fringe benefit rate for Research Assistants working 19 hours or less is 9.5%.  For Research Associates working more than 19 hours per week, the rate for is 38%. Please note that these rates are subject to change. 

PIs should make every effort to hire community college students as research assistants. Note: all student research assistants funded by C3IRG awards must complete Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR) training in compliance with federal requirements.  For further information, see the CUNY Research Compliance webpage: http://www.cuny.edu/research/compliance.html.
C3IRG funds may not be used to purchase desktop or laptop computers, personal storage devices such as iPods and iPads, personal digital assistants or any other handheld electronic device.
Funding levels for successful proposals will depend on the budget request, the Committee’s view of budgetary need, and the ranking of the proposal. In all instances, funding is subject to the availability of funds and budgetary approvals.

Eligibilitytc \l1 "Eligibility
· Lead co-PIs must be tenured or tenure-track CUNY Community Colleges faculty.  Research faculty, lecturers, adjunct faculty, and full-time Higher Education Officers are not eligible.

· Proposals must involve collaboration between two or more faculty members. The collaboration may be between faculty at the same community college, or between faculty from different CUNY colleges. If the collaboration is with a faculty member from a senior college, no funding may be allocated directly to the senior college faculty member.
· Faculty, who have received an award in the previous two rounds of either the CUNY Collaborative Incentive Research Grant (CIRG) or CUNY Community College Collaborative Incentive Research Grant programs (C3IRG), are not eligible to apply in the current round.

· A faculty member can participate in only one proposal. Proposals may not be submitted to both the C3IRG and the CIRG competitions.

· Proposals relating solely to curriculum development, web or media development, workshops, book authorship, or similar types of initiatives are ineligible. 
· The Institutional Review Board (IRB) must approve research involving human subjects prior to the release of any funds. The Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) must approve all research involving animals.  Without IRB/IACUC approval C3IRG funding will not be allocated for any human or animal subjects research.  For more information about IRB and human subjects research, visit http://www.cuny.edu/research/ovcr/human-subjects-research.html.

· All awardees must submit a final report at the end of the funding period.  Future eligibility for participation in this and other internal funding programs is contingent on the submission of a post-award report.

Proposal Guidelines
Complete proposals must be submitted electronically via email ONLY (with the original signed Proposal Checklist and Signature Page submitted by mail) and include the following information in a single file in either MSWord .doc format or searchable .pdf format (for compatibility purposes, do not submit .docx or scanned .pdf files).  The submitted proposal file must be labeled according to the following format: LastNameOfLeadPI_C3IRGR9.doc or LastNameOfLeadPI_C3IRGR9.pdf
Incomplete proposals or proposals submitted in incorrect formats will not be accepted.
	A complete proposal comprises the following: 

1) Proposal Checklist.  Original (submitted by mail) signed by Lead PI and College Grant Officer.

2) Completed Cover page.  

3) Signature Page.  Original (submitted by mail) includes college Grant Officers and Campus
     Endorsement signatures, as required.

4) Project Summary Page. The project summary should be 200 words or less submitted as a
     separate document (MS Word or non-scanned PDF).

5) Project Narrative. Five pages single-spaced with one-inch borders and 12-point type. 

6) Proposed Budget. You may reproduce and adapt the budget form provided.

7) Budget Justification. Please include percentage of effort by each participating faculty member.

8) Curriculum Vitae. A brief (2-page) biographical statement from each participating faculty
     member; investigators may use the NSF or NIH biosketch format, or complete the form included      in the application.

9) Current and Pending Funding. If not included in CV. 

10) Optional Form.  List individuals to be excluded as reviewers.


Approvals, Submission and Timetable
The proposal must be approved and signed (on the checklist and signature page) by an appropriate administrative official at each participating campus, and should follow the standard college proposal approval process.

The complete electronic copy of the proposal and the additional 200-word Project Summary form should be submitted by email to Dr. Effie MacLachlan at research-programs@mail.cuny.edu. Contact Dr. Effie MacLachlan at 212-794-5435 if you have any difficulties submitting your proposal.
Proposal emails must be time stamped no later than 5:00 PM on Friday, March 16, 2012.

The original signed Proposal Checklist and Signature Page must be mailed to:

Dr. Effie MacLachlan  

Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research
The City University of New York

535 East 80th Street, 5th Floor

New York, NY 10075
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