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Brookiyn College ?mg%mn

channels rocky past into ;:;

BY ASHLEY SCHWARTZ
ighteen-year-old David
Zheng likes attention.

8o it’s no surprise that
the Brookiyn College
freshunan plans o take
over the stage when he joins
the school's thealer program
next vear.

“Frn a full-blown theater ad-
dict,” he says. I don’t see myself
in anything eise besides theater,
playwriting and acting”

Zheng has been seizing every
opportunily he can since gradu-

ating from DeWitt Clinten High

School in the Bronx.

As amember of SEEK, a pro-
gram designed to give studenis
equal educational opportunities,
he receives the extra tutoring,
counseling and financial help
he needs to pursue his college
degree and theater dreams.

Life on campus has given
Zheng a clean break from the
negative influences of his past,
Before diving into writing and
acting, Zheng got into trouble
for another art - drawing.

During high sclit34;§ his iove
of doodling sent him hang-
ing with the wrohg.crowd. “]
started deing graffitiin boolks,”
he says. “1 found other kids
that did graffiti in my school,
s0 sophomore vear we
made a graffiti crew.”
ft wasn't long before
he was arresied.
“Iwas 14 or 15 and
inbooking. I was
there for about eight.,
of gine hours hand-:
cuffed to abar”
He received two moiths’ pm~
bation, but stifl fell back into his
old ways. When he was caught
again, in violation of bis proba-
tion, his senfence was increased
to six months, -
By junior vear, Zheno was
ready fora Lhange and a school
adviser tried to find-gnarts pro-

“gram that suited Higirierests.

After several attempty and no
matches, Zheng turned to an-
other art: acting. "o

He auditioned for the
Manhattan Class Company’s

Theater
Youth Com-
pany and

after per-
forming a monologue injected
with his Bronx vernacular,

ver the summer, dug-
ing MCC’s FreshPlay
Fastival, Zheng also
became interested in
playwriting. In addition
to prodiicing a full play, he had
to attend SEEK summer courses
at Brookiyn College.

“I had to take a two-hour
train ride every day, so I would
spend ray train ride writing new

landed a spot

Vegembiesﬁ :i',play lm;ssél'gﬁ'baéed-

on his life. MCC plans to stage
the piece next spring.

The child of Chinese immi-
grants who run a restaurant in
the Bronx, Zheng calls an argu-
mnent with his dad one of his big-

‘gest eye-openers.

“Ie was telling me abouf how

he got here to America, how my -

family worked so hard for me to

be here. I was kind of moved,”

Zheng says. 'T didw't actually

think of that, I was being self-

ish, so ¥ starfed taking in'a lot of
what he said.”

The former class clown now
spends his time focusing on his
undergraduate studies and fove
of theater. The diversity of the
campus paired with the school's
mini-conservatory help keep the
freshiman stimulated.

“They have a great theater
program here. That's why I
chose tiis.”

Zheng believes that his hard
work will pay off,

“Five years from now,” he
says, “Tsee'me and iy friends
having a good time at & bar
discussing our life in theater,
F'see myself as an actor. In

 five years, I see myself

grounded.”



